


What benefits have you seen from requiring SIMnet rather than 
making it recommended or optional?

 “  There are many benefits to using SIMnet. It is a required 
component of my course meaning that students could not  
complete the course without the SIMnet code.

How easy or hard was it to implement SIMnet in your course?  
Please describe what process you took to get started, including 
leveraging McGraw-Hill Education support.   

 “  SIMnet is a very user friendly product. There is some 
initial work up front to set up the lessons using the content that 
you would like to include, but the user interface makes every-
thing very intuitive.  Our part-time faculty have no problem 
getting up and running quickly with the software. 
One of the main reasons implementation has been so smooth 
is due to the exceptional support received from McGraw-Hill 
Education. At any point we had a question or difficulty, timely 
help was always there. I have never seen such a remarkable level 
of support provided by any other vendor during my teaching 
career.

OUTCOMES & RESULTS
What changes are you seeing in student outcomes as a result of 
requiring the SIMnet in your course?

 “  Student comments about SIMnet are very positive; they 
appreciate the flexibility they have to determine how slowly or 
quickly they master the material, and they enjoy working on 
projects during class time as opposed to listening to a lecture.  
With the immediate feedback they receive on their projects 
when they are submitted for grading, they are very interested 
in seeing where they went wrong, correcting their errors and 
resubmitting to improve their grade.  In the past, they often 
waited two weeks or more to see a grade on an assignment and 
by then there was no interest at all in seeing where they went 
wrong.  Because of this change in the feedback timeline and 
additional attempts, average grades have been increasing.  

What data have you tracked or collected to show your how  
effectively SIMnet has been working for you?

 “  We have not formally tracked data quantitatively;  
however, informally I do see an increase in grades since moving 
to SIMnet.  Also, we do know that student complaints have 
virtually disappeared, our attendance has increased significantly 
and students are engaged at a level that we have not been able 
to achieve with our prior delivery approach.  The Dean at our 
campus is constantly boasting to others about how much we 
have improved the student experience with SIMnet.

How has using SIMnet changed the way you teach your course?

 “  As described above, SIMnet has changed everything about 
the way we teach our computer courses. We would never go 
back. 

What are your students telling you about SIMnet?  

 “  Students love SIMnet!  They enjoy learning on their own 
outside of class and then being able to apply it in the lab.  With 
the lessons having both an audio and hands on component, they 
have indicated to me that they actually enjoy sitting down to 
complete them. Their favourite part of SIMnet, by far, is having 
the immediate feedback on their projects. 

BEST PRACTICES & TIPS
What advice would you suggest to your colleagues or instructors 
who are incorporating SIMnet in their courses for the first time? 

 “  My advice to anyone who is incorporating SIMnet into 
their courses for the first time would be to allow yourself 
enough time for setup and to feel comfortable with the soft-
ware.  Also, be sure to take advantage of the resources offered 
by McGraw-Hill Education, including any opportunity to speak 
with current users of the technology.

What is the single biggest reason you would recommend SIMnet? 

 “  The single biggest reason why I would recommend SIMnet 
is that it can take you into a new 21st century delivery model 
allowing you to better engage students and successfully meet 
learning objectives.

INSTITUTION PROFILE: 
For nearly 50 years, St. Lawrence College has been a vital part of the communities in Eastern Ontario with campuses in Brockville, 
Cornwall, and Kingston. St. Lawrence College provides a variety of post-secondary programs and services to support the success 
of students while contributing to local and international economies. It serves a diverse population of 6,700 full-time students from 
across Canada, representing over 40 countries worldwide, and offers over 85 full-time academic programs to meet the needs of 
contemporary learners and has over 20,000 continuing education students and 1000 staff.  




